CHILD ONLINE PROTECTION
Global Initiative and programming through international cooperation

Child Online Protection
Global Project

The COP initiative
Structure

Key Objectives

COP takes a holistic approach to promoting
child online safety, developing strategies
that span five key areas:

• Identify risks and vulnerabilities to
children in cyberspace
• Create awareness
• Develop skills
• Develop practical tools to help minimize
risks
• Share knowledge and experience
• Develop frameworks and effective
measures

1. Legal measures
2. Technical and procedural measures
3. Organizational structures
4. Capacity building
5. International cooperation

Child Online Protection
Global Project

A multistakeholder global approach
A global response to a global challenge

ITU Child Online Protection
Initiative
• Launched in November 2008, COP builds a holistic
understanding of child online protection to allow a
comprehensive response to a global challenge
• Bringing together partners from all sectors of the
global community to create a safe and empowering
online experience for children around the world

ITU Council Working Group
on Child Online Protection
• By Resolution 1306 ITU Council established in
2009 the CWG-CP :
• To exchange views and promote work
• To share, discuss and assess best practices
• To strengthen multistakeholder collaboration
• To ensure coordination of national, regional
and international efforts
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THE ITU COP GUIDELINES

Updated by a multi-stakeholder expert working-group
Published in all six UN official languages (Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian, Spanish)

● Raising awareness on the scope of COP
● Providing resources for the development of digital literacy and skills among children, parents and educators;
● Providing recommendations on the development of corporate and national COP policies;
● Including reflections on the special situation of children and young people with disabilities;
● Including issues around new technological developments

www.itu-cop-guidelines.com

Child Online Protection
Global Project

A Global Collaborative
Program
• A global collaborative response to the increased risks
and potential harms children are facing online
• Bringing together international partners from all
sectors of the child protection ecosystem

Ensuring international harmonization of frameworks to
improve collaboration, coordination and effective
reporting and response

Child Online Protection
Global Project

A Global Collaborative
Program
Cooperation between national stakeholders
• Output 2.4: Enhanced cooperation and coordination between all relevant stakeholders and the national, regional and
international level
• Activity 1: Identify stakeholders’ entities
• Activity 2: Identify topics for roundtable discussions and consultations based on previous assessments and
consultations with relevant stakeholders
• Activity 3: Create and support the creation of different cooperative actions and channels on COP including related
to agreements on harmonized policies across countries
• Activity 4: Elaborate recommendations and follow-up plans

Child Online Protection
Global Project

A Global Collaborative
Program
National strategy development that strengthens effective coordination among stakeholders
considers the importance, articulate the vision, and define the role of all relevant stakeholder
groups
• Government ministries at local, national and regional levels
• Law enforcement
• Social and health care service
• ICT industry
• IOs, NGOs, CSOs and community-based organisations
• Children and young people, their parents and educators
• Academic and research community

Only with a coordinated and cooperative multi-stakeholder approach will children and future
generations be protected and empowered to thrive in digital environments.
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Capacity building activities Overview
1. Online Selfpaced trainings
for all relevant
target
audiences

2. Training of
Trainers for
selected target
audiences

4. COP Game for
children 9 – 12
years old

3. Face-to-face
trainings for
selected target
audiences

5. COP App for
children 13 – 18
years old
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Our Goal

1. Provide
age-specific
learning
experience
for children
between 9 -18
years

2. Empower
children to be
responsible
digital
citizens,
prevent,
report, and
respond

3. Educate
parents,
guardians,
caretakers,
teachers,
educators and
youth workers

4. Orientate and
ideate policymakers on key
strategic
opportunities
for national
roadmaps

5. Encourage
industry on
elevating
minimum
standards of
child online
protection

6. Provide
Training of
Trainers (ToT)
modules

ITU’S CHILD ONLINE
PROTECTION
(INTRODUCTORY &
INTERMEDIATE) COURSES
FOR ACADEMIC AND NON-

Child Online Protection

POP: Protection
Through Online
Participation
What?
Understand how children use the internet to access
Tell the world how children and young people use digital platforms for good
Provide recommendations on how to create, adapt or improve these systems

•
•
•

Why ?
Children look for support online and try to support each other
through online means.

•

How?
•
•
•
•

Multi-sectoral effort to gather evidence on support systems
Making data accessible through a digital map
Publishing recommendations
Assisting stakeholders to improve existing, and implement new systems
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POP: Protection
Through Online
Participation
WHERE DOES POP COME IN?
Different partners come together to gather evidence on:
• Online helplines and services,
• Child and youth led digital solutions to protection needs,
• A.I. Driven systems that address children’s protection
By better understanding how these work, as un agencies and protection stakeholders we can make
recommendations to the world on how to successfully implement these systems and/or improve them,

And help children live in a world free from violence.

Child Online Protection
Global Project

By 2024, we aim to protect and empower
millions of children through:
Engagement
Global participation and engagement
through 5 Child Taskforces and
multisectoral research

Development
10 global principles on COP
considering existing frameworks
Frameworks
Government stakeholders and private
sectors are provided with capacity
building support on relevant skills
Skills
1M children reached with
educational safety
programs

A global
and coordinated approach
to protecting
children online

Dissemination
Translation into at least
20 national languages

Transfer knowledge
25 train the trainers programs
run with different stakeholders

Together
to protect and
empower children
online

www.itu.int/cop
www.itu-cop-guidelines.com

